
MINUTES 

Conservation Commission Regular Meeting 

August 4, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

Room 135, Town Hall, 100 Pocono Road, Brookfield, CT 06804 

 
1. Call to Order 

 

Chair J. Bronn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Chair J. Bronn, M. Carmody, C. DePoi, T. Cappiello, Alternate Member 

A. Schutte-Bell* 

 

Absent: Vice Chair J. Blick, Alternate Members M. Dew and R. Blessey 

 

All members present will be voting members tonight. 

 

2. Minutes from Previous Meeting:  

 July 7, 2021 

 

Chair J. Bronn made a motion to accept the minutes from July 7, 2021 as presented.  

C. DePoi seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 

3. Guest and Public Comment 

Bridgit O’ Hara and Catherine Malek from the Arts Commission were present.   

 

B. O’Hara discussed multiple quilt designs.  She would need two boards to paint the Barn 

Quilt at 8’ x 4’.  B. O’Hara would need two full days to paint it but unsure if it would be 

safe to do on site.  Chair J. Bronn suggested doing the painting at the Nature Center as it 

is secure and there is a tenant there, as well as a garage.  The Commission loved her 

designs and she will scan and send them to the Commissioners.  Chair J. Bronn stated the 

next step would be once they approve a design that they would purchase the supplies and 

the goal would be to hang it on the barn by the end of the calendar year.   

 

Christopher Brooks, Boy Scout was present. 

 

C. Brooks sent a presentation earlier to Chair J. Bronn regarding an Eagle Scout project 

he would like to complete at the Old Bridge Bird Sanctuary.  He would like to clean up 

the set of stairs as it is overgrown and has leaves on it, this will stop the hikers from 

walking around and creating more erosion.  C. Brooks also explained that he would be 

removing dead tree limbs that are obstructing the trail and cleaning the litter by Lake 

Lillinonah.  He will also be installing more permanent benches down by the waterfront, 

as well as building approximately ten birdhouses to replace the older rotting ones.  In his 
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presentation it showed where all of these would be located, as well as the cost for the 

benches being $249.88 and the birdhouses totaling $281.90.  Depending on timeline and 

approval he would begin cleanup late August early September, along with installing the 

benches.  The birdhouses would be installed in October and completed ideally by 

November 1st.  M. Carmody asked about how many hours and C. Brooks explained his 

team would be other boy scouts and residents and would take approximately one work 

day for clean-up and two working days for the benches and the birdhouses.  His deadline 

would be December to have everything completed.  After a brief discussion about 

researching birds in the area to make birdhouses to suit, the Commission will discuss it 

further in New Business. 

 

Jeffrey Neary, a volunteer was present. 

 

J. Neary was present to discuss Burr Farm.  He walked the trails with M. Carmody and 

marked out a trail.  He uses this trail to walk through and even bike into Newtown. The 

owner of the land hung No Trespassing signs everywhere.  He rerouted the trail to go to 

the old windmill and back to the spring, to not be on private property, marking it in white 

and also contacting the Town of Newtown. 

There is also bridge anchored by trees on the trail where it goes onto private property at 

points, so he wanted to try and make it more accessible where walkers and bikers would 

not go into the private property area.  Chair J. Bronn thanked him for all his hard work 

and understands that this is cost out of his own pocket.  J. Neary just wants to make the 

areas better for all hikers and mountain bikers. 

 

4. Correspondence 

 

A. Thank You Note from D. Schilling dated July 8, 2021 

Chair J. Bronn read the Thank You note to the Commission. 

 

B.  Letter from Paul L. Conan from Northwest Conservation and Conservancy 

(agenda item added by Chair J. Bronn) 

Chair J. Bronn read the letter regarding the Dunsinane property aloud stating the 

appraisal came in under $700K, J. Hegarty was previously asking $1M.  He 

initially offered half that amount, but he wouldn’t come down enough to make it 

feasible to buy the property.  He is showing it again eyeing development with a 

driveway off of Banquo Brae.  Until he moves down significantly from $700K no 

purchase will be made at this time. 

 

C. Letter from Kyle Danisavage (agenda item added by Chair J. Bronn) 

Chair J. Bronn read letter aloud discussing permission to bow hunt on an open 

space land.  Unsure of where the open space is he would like to hunt, but the 

Commission suggests that K. Danisavage discussed this with Mac Dew.  The 
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Commission will also discuss with A. Dew if there is anything in the rules and 

regulations regarding hunting. 

 

D. Knapweed at Eriksen 

A. Schutte-Bell will reach out to organizations to see what can be done with the 

knapweed at Eriksen and to possibly bring in a field expert in regards to helping 

identify what to do. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

$18,565 in the budget. $6,500 is set aside for Shakespeare’s Garden in regards to 

Chrissy’s Garden, etc. and $2,500 is set aside for Green Environs.  The 

Commission also discussed Barn Quilt donations to Bridgit O’Hara, and also 

donations to Jeffrey for cleaning up and volunteer work. 

 

6. Old Business 

 

A. Barn Quilt Next Steps 

The Commission discussed what flower design they wanted for the barn quilt.  C. 

DePoi will contact B. O’Hara to let them know what they decided for design.   

 

Chair J. Bronn made a motion to purchase (2) 4 ft by 8 ft pieces of PVC trim 

sheets for the amount of $300 for the barn quilt project.  The motion was 

seconded by A. Schutte-Bell and it carried unanimously. 

 

At this time (8:13 p.m.) M. Carmody left the meeting. 

 

B. Gurski Driveway Paving 

Nothing to report at this time 

 

C. Nabby Road Maintenance 

T. Cappiello touched base with Pete McPadden and he hasn’t been able to get in 

touch with the tenant yet. P. McPadden will just leave the tenant a note if he can’t 

contact him to just let him know when he will be there and if it would be a 

problem.  T. Cappiello just advised P. McPadden to contact them by the 

September 1st meeting. 

 

D. 43 Old Bridge Potential Land Donation 

Chair J. Bronn went there a couple of weeks ago. The driveway is not close to the 

entrance of Old Bridge.  What Conservation Director A. Dew just needs is a 

recommendation from the Commission on if they would accept the property 

knowing that the Town would have to pay for a survey and attorney’s fees, which 
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would be approximately $10,000 to $12,000.  T. Cappiello mentioned how it was 

contiguous with Town owned land already and that it would make sense. 

 

J. Bronn made a motion to recommend the acceptance of the donation of 

land from the 43 Old Bridge Road parcel.  A. Schutte-Bell seconded the 

motion and it carried unanimously. 

 

E. Dunsinane Road Property 

See Correspondence 4B. 

 

7. New Business 

 

A. Compost Removal Program  

No discussion on this. 

 

B. BCC September Event 

Chair J. Bronn discussed the upcoming event on September 11, 2021, 10am -

12pm on the Still River Greenway.  There is a list of 9-10 vendors that will be 

there and a draft of flier to be distributed.  Still looking into tables to be used and 

will check to see if any additional vendors are interested. Will continue discussion 

at September meeting. 

 

C. Nature Center  

1. Chrissy’s Garden 

2. Stephanie Landis Memorial 

 

D. Gurski Homestead Improvements 

Table until September 1, 2021 

 

E. Eagle Scout Project by Christopher Brooks 

 

C. DePoi made a motion to approve the Eagle Scout Project proposal from 

Christopher Brooks at Old Bridge Sanctuary.  T. Cappiello seconded the 

motion and it carried unanimously. 

Chair J. Bronn made a motion to donate $300 to the Eagle Scout Project at 

Old Bridge Sanctuary.  A. Schutte-Bell seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously.  

 

8. Adjournment 

 

Chair J. Bronn made a motion to adjourn at 8:43 p.m.  Vice Chair J. Blick seconded 

the motion and it carried unanimously.  
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